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Washington: 


In this microcopy are reproduced fifty-three ‘volumes that consist, 
for the most part, of despatches addressed to the Department of State 
- from United States consular representatives at Shanghai, China, between 
March 1, 1847, and August 8, 1906. These despatches, with their 
“enclosures » are arranged, with very few exceptions, in chronological 
-order; their contents are registered on the first roll of the microcopy. 
The volumes, each of which has been photographed on a separate roll, ~ 
are distributed as follows: 


Roll Volume : Inclusive Dates 


Mar. hs 1847 ste Dec. 31, 1853 
Mar. 6, 1854 - June 25, 1855 
July 28, 1855 - Dec. 31, 1856 
Dec. 27, 1856 = Dec. 31, 1859 
Jan. 2, 1860 — Nov. 8, 1861 
Dec. 31, 1861 = Dec. 28, 1863 
Jan. 8, 1864 - Feb. 21, "1866 
Feb. 22, 1866 = Dec. 23, 1867 
Nov. 27, 1866 =- Apr. 19, 1869 
Jan. ll - Oct. 27, 1869 

Jan. Ly 1870 - Feb. 10, 18°71 
Feb. 23 — Oct. 7, 1871 

Aug. 22, 1871 - July 25, 1872 
Aug. 8,,-1872 — Apr. 23, 1873 
Apr. 25 = Oct. 17, 1873 
Oct. 24, 1873 - Mar. 23, 1874 
Mar. 26 pei Apr. 3, 1874 

Apr. 4 - July 7, 1874 

July 11 = Oct. 21, 1874 | 
Oct. 23, 1874 —- Apr. 17, 1875 
Apr. 19 - Sept. 29, 1875 
Oct. 12, 1875 = May 25, 1876 
May 29, "18°76 - Jan, 30, 18'77 
Jan. 31 = July 17, 1877 

July 23 = Dec. 28, 1877 

Jan. 1 = June 17, "1878 

June 19, 1878 ~ Mar. 7, 6 
Augs 6, 1879 - Feb. 2, 1880 
Feb. 3 ~ Sept. 30, 1880 

Oct. 8, 1880 - Feb. 26, 1881 
Mar. 5 ~ Dec. 30, 1igsl 

Jan. 3, 1882 — Feb. 19, 1883 
Dec. 23, 1882 — Sept. 26, eee 
Oct. 5, 1883 = Nov. 28, ise, - 
Dec. 1, 1884 — Dec. 28, 1885 


, 


“SHE Sw ma HkwmARune 


2 
2 
3 
4, 
5 
6 
7 
g 
9 
10 
W. 
13 
14 


Inclusive Dates 


4, 1886 = Feb. oe 1887 
10, re i Feb. 16, 1888 
ke - Dec. 11, 1889 
LO, 1890 - July 31, 1891 
De "1891 = Mar. 30, 1893 
e 3s 1895 on Dec. 31, 1897 
3 = Dec.. 28, 189 
26 13, 1898 — June 30, 1899 
July 5, 1899 - July 31, 1900 
y. 1, 1900 — May 29, 1901 
June 3,°1901 - Sept. 30, bean ggae 
CU. 3; 1902 ~ Oct, 31, 1903. - 
1, 1903 - Oct. 28, 1904 
Nov «, 5, L904 - June 29, 1905 
Be sk 3 = wens fare 


. 7 was classified as a ‘consulate Prior to September 2, 1863; 
on that date it was made a Consulate general. For the greater vert of 
the period covered by these, volumes the consulate general at Shanghai 


had general pervisory control over all United States consular posts 
in aie 


& large number of these despatches are covering letters for 
ehclosures of a routine nature forwarded by the consulate general to 
the Department of State. Many of these are tables of consular fees 
received, of arrivals and departures of American vessels, of trade 
statistics ,» of civil and criminal cases brought before the consular 
court, and of other data collected in the ordinary course of consular 
duty. After 1870, upon receipt by the Department of State, most 
statistical enclosures were separated from their covering letters and 
distributed among other records of the te 1 mlaccapzealh f State and of the 
Department of the votes 3 de . 


In addition to this ong of material there are, scindaite. 

fairly detailed despatches covering a wide range of subjects. Among 
_ these are reports of anti-foreign disturbances such as the Tientsin 
massacre, 1870, the riots at Chefoo, 1874, those in the French 
Concession at Shanghai, 1874, disturbances in the Yangtze Valley, 1891, 
and in Szechwan Province ; 1891-2, the Chengtu riot, 1895, the Kutien 
massacre, 1895, the Boxer Rebellion, and the Anti-American boycott, 
1905-6; the construction of telegraph lines; the cruise of the United 
States Asiatic Fleet Korea in 1871; the Chinese Educational Mission 
to the United States, 1871-73; wrecks of American vessels; Japanese 
relations with Forges ; phan 3; the construction of the first Chinese 


a panese War. 


Group 59, General Records of the Department of State, : 
ional Archives there are several series of volumes containing 
material on the relations between China and the United States. 

he Shanghai and other American consular 
3b ions to United States consuls in China. Also 
related. te these, Aran gps directly, are despatches from United States . 
finisters in China (File Microcopy 92), instructions to United States 
Ministers in China (part of File Microcopy 77),' notes from the Chinese 
gation in the United Statés to the Department of State (File Microcopy 
» and notes from the Department of State to the Chinese Legation in 
"United States (part of File Microcopy 99). All these series were 
continued on August 14, 1906, when the Department adopted the practice 
filing incoming and outgoing correspondence, not of a routine nature, 
by subject in a single numerical case file, Correspondence on routine 
matters was placed in a "minor file." In 1910 this system was abandoned 
and the Department's present decimal system of subject classification 
adopted. The numerical case file, the "minor file," and the decimal 
file are in the National Archives through 1929. 


in Record Group 84, Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the 
Department of State, there are records kept by American diplomatic and 
~ ‘consular posts in China that have been transferred to the National 
Archives. Among these are the records of the consulate at Shanghai, 
1-1912, 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The volume microcopied on this roll has the following backstri 
m/f: xi / Mar. 1, 1847 / Dec. 31, 1853 / Departinent 
of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures, addressed to the 
% of State from United States consular officials at Shanghai, 
China, between March 1, 1847, and December 31, 1853. 


The volume is part of a body of records in the National Archives 
designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of the Department 
of State. It is volume 1 of a series generally referred to as Consular 
Despatches, ghai. 

At. the front of the roll are reproduced parts of volumes, constituting 
registers of despatches received by the Department of State from United 
States consuls at Shanghai from 1847 to 1906. These volumes in their 
entirety constitute registers of consular despatches received by the 
Department of State from all parts of the world from 1828 to 1906. 
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